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 Lead poisoning occurs when lead enters the bloodstream and builds 
up to toxic levels. Many different factors such as the source of        
exposure, length of exposure, and underlying susceptibility           
(e.g., childôs age, nutritional status, and genetics) affect how the body 
handles foreign substances.  

 

Lead in gasoline and paint has been banned in the United States since 
the 1970s, yet lead exposure and poisoning is still a problem in too 
many households. Did you know that today, exposure and poisoning 
from this toxic substance still affects millions of people? The bad 
news? While lead is harmful for everyone, it is even more dangerous 
to children and can cause lifelong and life-threatening health         
problems. The good news? Lead poisoning is largely preventable, 
and with increased education, we can help protect the lives of all   
children in Sullivan County. 

As noted in the graphs on the next page, in 2018 in Sullivan County, 
an average of 46.11% of children aged 1 & 47.17% of children age 2 
were tested for lead. In the first 9 months of 2019, an average of 
48.79% of children aged 1 & 51.38% of children age 2 were tested 
for lead. Of the children that were tested in 2019, 13 tested positive 
for an elevated blood lead level of > 5ug/dL. 
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